
Democrat and Chronicle 08/30/2015 Page : A08

Copyright © 2015 Democrat and Chronicle 08/30/2015 August 30, 2015 8:46 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


Page 8A Sunday, August 30, 2015 R1 DemocratandChronicle.com

Don’t miss out...

1For new patients that do not have dental insurance. New patients must be 21 or older to receive free exam and X-rays, a minimum $160 value. Minimum savings is based on a comprehensive exam and full X-ray series; the value of the savings will vary based on doctor recommendation. Discounts 
cannot be combined with other offers or dental discount plans. 2Not valid for previous or ongoing work and cannot be combined with other discounts or dental discount programs. Discount taken off usual and customary fees for general dentistry services and does not apply to services rendered 
by a specialist. Patients with insurance will receive either the 20% discount or insurance plan pricing, whichever discount is greater. 3Financing and/or credit options available through third party lenders. 4Starting price is based on a current denture wearer selecting a Basic single arch replacement 
denture. Price does not include relines or adjustments. 5Some limitations may apply. 6Denture Money Back Guarantee applies to all full and partial dentures and covers the cost of the permanent denture(s) only. The guarantee period begins upon insert of fi nal denture or hard reline and refund 
request must be submitted within 90 days thereafter. Denture(s) must be returned within 90 days after refund request date. Offer(s) must be presented at fi rst visit. Offers expire 12/31/15. ©2015 Aspen Dental Management, Inc. Aspen Dental of Rochester, PLLC.

Aspen Dental branded dental practices are independently owned and operated 

by licensed dentists. For a list of practices, please visit AspenDental.com.
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AO SMITH • BRADFORD WHITE
STD. 40 GAS
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CUSTOM OR STOCK
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www.McKennasRochester.com

A Batavia mom is fac-
ing a second-degree mur-
der charge for the inten-
tional death of her baby. 

Christina M. Colanto-
nio, 28, was arrested and
charged Saturday by the
Batavia Police Depart-
ment. She allegedly
caused the death of the
newborn girl, Det. Sgt.
Todd Crossett said at a
news conference.

She was arraigned and
ordered held without bail
due to the severity of the
charge. Colantonio is

scheduled to appear again
in Batavia City Court at
1:30 p.m. Monday.

“We have enough to
have come to the conclu-
sion that the death was in-
tentionally caused, but
because of the fact that
we do not have a final au-
topsy report and because
the investigation, we
won’t be indicating any-
thing further about that
(cause of death),” Gene-
see County District Attor-
ney Lawrence Friedman
said.

Friedman said the
death occured “shortly
after birth.”

Police responded to an
apartment at 208 Liberty
St. at 11:20 p.m. Thursday.
Officers confirmed that a
deceased infant was at
the residence. The infant
was apparently born at
that home.

The autopsy is being
performed by the Monroe
County Medical Examin-
er’s Office. Results are
pending.

According to police,
Colantonio kept the de-
ceased infant’s body at
her residence for roughly
three months before it
was discovered and re-
ported to police by a third
party.

Colantonio was the
only adult living in the
apartment. Crossett said
she has two remaining
children but would not
confirm if those kids
lived with her. Crossett
said that no other chil-
dren were in the apart-
ment when police ar-
rived.

Friedman said police

were phoned by an ac-
quaintance, but wouldn’t
comment on the relation
to Colantonio.

Police declined to com-
ment on the infant’s fa-
ther or if more people
would be charged in the
future.

Crossett said there
were no calls to police
about a suspicious activ-
ities around the time of
the birth or death of the
infant. He also wouldn’t
comment on whether any-
one knew of Colantonio’s
pregnancy.

WCLEVELAND@Gannett.com

Mom charged in Batavia infant’s death 
WILL CLEVELAND
@WILLCLEVELAND13 Christina M.

Colantonio

Mary Jo Gugino-Colli-
gan estimates that 136
children in America were
forced into some type of
sex trafficking Saturday
morning during the very
same hours she spent ad-
vocating for victims.

As the founder of An-
gels of Mercy, a nonprofit
dedicated to ending hu-
man trafficking, esti-
mates such as that, cou-
pled with her own experi-
ence with traumatic vio-
lence, fuel her
anti-trafficking efforts.

Saturday’s Stop the
Trafficking — End the Cy-
cle 5K, hosted by Angels
of Mercy, went off with-
out a hitch at Meridian
Centre Park in Brighton.
From 7 to 11 a.m., hun-
dreds of men and women
walked and ran in support
of bringing awareness to
human trafficking and do-
mestic violence. The goal
of the 5K was to raise
funds that will be used to
build a home for healing,
which will shelter victims
of these tragedies.

Gugino-Colligan con-
sidered the event a “suc-
cess,” and a step in the
right direction against the
battle known as modern-
day slavery. “Many peo-
ple have no idea this is go-
ing on...maybe they don’t
want to believe something
of this nature is happen-
ing,” shared Gugino-Colli-
gan. “But, we have to edu-
cate people. People need
to know that every hour,
34 children are forced
into sex trafficking in the
United States.”

Sadly, this isn’t the only
shocking statistic when it
comes to human traffick-
ing and violence against
women. In the United
States during 2014, more
than 3,500 tips were re-
ported regarding traf-
ficking activity, accord-
ing to the National Hu-
man Trafficking Re-
source Center operated
by Polaris. In addition, the
International Labour Or-
ganization estimates al-
most 21 million human

trafficking victims exist
around the world, with
children accounting for
5.5 million.

In addition to lack of
education on the topic,
misconceptions of who
may be lured by traffick-
ers abound. According to
Gugino-Colligan, while
there is no exact formula
or profile regarding who
may be more vulnerable
to be lured into a traffick-
ing situation, environ-
mental and economic sta-
tus may be influencing
factors.

“Traffickers are ev-
erywhere — from the
playground, the mall, res-
taurants, schools and
even your local supermar-
ket. Anyone can be ap-
proached regardless of
their status. Children and
young adults do not real-
ize who they are talking
to. Many are lonely, in
pain, or looking for love,”
she said. 

For homeless children
and runaways, the statis-
tics of who falls prey to
trafficking is staggering.
According to Pam Weav-
er, director of community
education for The Nation-
al Center for Missing &
Exploited Children/NY,
“In 2014, the NCMEC esti-
mated that one in six en-
dangered runaways re-
ported to them were like-
ly victims of sex traffick-
ing.”

Dosomething.org esti-
mates the average age of

a teen who enters the sex
trade is between 12 and 14
years old. Most often,
these are runaway girls
who have been sexually
abused.

Given the propensity
for traffickers to prey on
those living on the streets,
Gugino-Colligan also
pointed out the correla-
tion between trafficking
and foster kids who age
out of the system.

“Those who age out are
usually picked up or lured
by traffickers within 48
hours. Many times, they
get them addicted to
drugs. This way when
they need their next fix
and can’t pay for it, they
can be prostituted for it,”
she said. “This is how traf-

fickers make their mon-
ey. You see, selling drugs
only lets you make money
one time, then the drug is
sold and gone. With hu-
man beings, they can be
sold up to thirty times a
day, bringing in continual
income. It rips apart the
victim’s heart and soul
and eventually they be-
come walking zombies.”

Although this year’s
Stop the Trafficking —
End the Cycle 5K is com-
plete, Gugino-Colligan
wants people to be cogni-
zant of other awareness
opportunities right here
in Rochester.

“Anyone can come
alongside us and help us
get the word out. We have
events where we provide

information to women’s
groups, Rotary Clubs,
schools and churches,”
Gugino-Colligan ex-
plained. “We are really in-
terested in getting into
the school system so we
can make people aware of
what is happening out
there. Also, we can always
use help with our Dress a
Girl program.”

For those unfamiliar
with this national cam-
paign, it is conducted by a
nonprofit called Hope 4
Women International.
The idea behind it is for
volunteers to sew beauti-
ful dresses, which will be
donated to poor and
homeless girls world-
wide. According to Gugi-
no-Colligan, these chil-
dren often wear torn and
tattered clothing, making
them immediate targets
for traffickers who view
them as “trash.”

Angels of Mercy took
on the campaign about
five years ago and today,
Gugino-Colligan is Dress
a Girl’s Ambassador for
New York State. “We have
about 700 women who sew
dresses each month and
to date, we have provided
over 185,000 dresses to 75
different countries. We
also hand these dresses
out right here in Roches-
ter to the city’s schoolchil-
dren and homeless
youths,” she said. 

Angels of Mercy, a vol-
unteer-run organization,
is in need of donors for its
upcoming home for heal-
ing. Gugino-Colligan’s vi-
sion is to build a Chris-
tian-based treatment cen-
ter to help trafficking and
violence victims.

“We want to run it free
of charge so no one is
turned away because of
insurance issues. Our
goal is to get to the root of
their problems and teach
them that their lives can
be turned around. We
want these women to
know they are special and
precious and that they can
begin their life anew.”

Go to www.angels
ofmercyny.org to learn
more.
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Angels aid trafficking victims
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Angels of Mercy’s 3rd Annual Stop the Trafficking - End the Cycle 5K kicks off at Meridian
Centre Park.
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Angels of Mercy founder, Mary Jo Gugino-Colligan (center),
stands with attendees.


